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Background 
 Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)  

Approved Summer 2013 (Tobacco Priority) 
 Tobacco Retail Licensing (TRL) identified as a 

policy that can effectively reduce youth access 
 October, 2014 Board includes TRL in County 

Strategic Plan 
 December, 2014 Board adopts Tobacco Retail 

License Program  
 May 2015, Board receives implementation update 

and requests options for amendments 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’d like to quickly review a little background for the community members who might be new to this particular conversation.  Two years ago, the County worked with PeaceHealth, Trillium, and United Way to complete the community’s first Community Health Improvement Plan or CHIP.  The CHIP is the road map to better health that this community has collaboratively developed, and was approved by the Board in the summer of 2013.  Based on data and on local input, the plan identified five priority areas, one of which was to reduce tobacco use.In past presentations we have reviewed the health impacts related to use of tobacco, and I would remind you that tobacco use remains at the top of the list of preventable causes of death.  And, the Board has discussed in several sessions your desire to address these issues first among the youth population, knowing that prevention and early intervention through these policies provides a cost-effective way to address this problem before it can take root and cause devastating health and economic consequences.  Once someone is addicted, it is so difficult to quit, and we know that most people who end up addicted started using when they were underage.After a number of discussions, tobacco retail licensing was identified as a priority for County work, (including the County Strategic Plan) based on data from other communities that this is one way to effectively decrease youth access to tobacco products.  After a public hearing the Board adopted a tobacco retail licensing program, along with e-cigarette regulations, in December which applies to unincorporated Lane County.  The Board asked staff to work with the cities to encourage them to adopt the same language in order to provide a countywide policy.  Staff reached out to each Mayor and City Administrator in writing, and then followed-up offering to provide more information and a presentation.  Dr. Luedtke and I met with a number of cities throughout the spring.In May the Board received a staff report that included some feedback from retailers and discussions with cities, and then asked staff to prepare options for amending the tobacco retail licensing program.  Given the potential for amendments to the ordinance, staff put meetings with the cities on hold until the Board language was finalized and the legislative session ended. We have had a preliminary meeting with staff from Eugene and are analyzing the differences between their current Tobacco Retail License program and the County’s program.  Staff are ready to resume these discussions as soon as the Board completes their current work.



1.  Coupons and Price Discounts  
 Current code (LC 9.753(k)-(n) prohibits honoring or 

accepting discounts and coupons for tobacco purchase 
 Amendment would delete the above sections 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The current code prohibits the use of coupons and discounts.  This was originally included because of the research about how price-sensitive youth are, as well as the frequency with which youth use these discounts.  Some retailers were concerned because they felt that since the policy is not consistent in neighboring cities, adult customers might take all of their business to retailers inside the cities where they could use their coupons.The draft language to address this concern deletes the sections of Lane Code 9.753 that currently speak to coupons and discounts.



2.  Proximity to Schools and 
Grandfathering Language 
 Current code (LC 9754(1)prohibits new tobacco 

retailers within 1,000 ft of establishments serving 
children; allows current retailers to be licensed 
through “grandfather” clause; prohibits licenses from 
being transferred to new owners upon sale of store. 

 Amendment would limit restriction to 1,000 ft of 
schools only and allows all current locations to be 
grandfathered (not just the current retailer) 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The current code prohibits retailers from locating within 1,000 ft of a youth serving establishment, which is defined very broadly to include schools, libraries, arcades, recreation facilities.  This was originally included in the ordinance because of the research about the impact of tobacco advertising on youth (most of which is now centered at retailer locations), and the data that shows youth who live or go to school in neighborhoods with high density of tobacco retailers have higher smoking rates.  Some retailers were concerned because they felt that even though their current store would be grandfathered into a location, if they sold their store the new owners would not be able to sell tobacco and thus their business would be of less value.  We also heard some concern that the density of youth serving establishments is so high inside cities that it would not reasonably provide any locations for these retailers to do business.The draft language to address this concern limits to restriction to 1,000 ft of schools only, and allows all current locations to be grandfathered in.



Community Education 
 Current code (LC 9.766) allows for revenue from the 

license fee to pay for “tobacco retailer and community 
education” (among other program expenses) 

 Amendment would delete the words “and community” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was included in the original ordinance based on model language from ordinances in other communities, and could include education both about the requirements of the tobacco retail license code as well as information about the health concerns related to tobacco.  Some concerns were expressed that this could make the code vulnerable to being defined as a tax, and local governments are pre-empted from adopting tobacco taxes.  In Lane County the license fee is set at only $200 per year, which only raises enough funding to administer and enforce the ordinance, and not any additional funds for broad community education.  I know County Counsel has done a review of this issue and recommends that the application fee revenue not be permitted to be used for community education.The draft language for this amendment would delete the two words “and community.”



Fines and Penalties 
 Current code (LC 9.770(1), LC 9.772, and LC 9.774(2) 

establishes a schedule of fines and suspensions 
according to a 5 year look-back period 

 Amendment would shorten look-back period to 24 
months, revise fines and suspension schedule to 
mirror OLCC, and reference penalties for clerks 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Current code language was based on ordinances from other communities that used a 5-year look back period for determining the progression of fines, suspensions and revocations for violations of the code.  This was originally included to create a sufficient deterrent for retailers to violate the law, also referred to as “teeth” in the law as requested by the Board. Some retailers expressed concerns that the schedule was too stiff and left them vulnerable to action by disgruntled employees who might try to have a retailer lose their license.  Some also suggested the penalties be more close modeled on the current OLCC rules for illegal sales of alcohol.The amendment makes changes to mirror the OLCC rules, reducing the look back period to 2 years and changing the fines to be the same as OLCC.  It also makes reference to the current state law that provides penalties for clerks that sell tobacco to underage youth.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I know that was a lot of information. I’m happy to answer questions now, or after the public hearing.
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